


President’s Message

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Tallahassee Chapter of the 100 Black Men, 
I bring you greetings and a sincere welcome to our 2025 
Black Tie Scholarship Gala. This is our signature event and 
we look forward to recognizing the many achievements of 
our outstanding youth in the community that will make an 
important investment in their future as well as the world. 
This year’s theme, “Empowering our Youth: Creating 
Opportunities, Encouraging Excellence” shows the 
dedicated support that we exemplify with our youth and 
future leaders of tomorrow.

As of today, we have contributed over $375,000 in scholarships, thanks to our many sponsors 
who have joined us in the commitment to providing funds and support to our youth. I want to 
personally give thanks to the families, friends, and our large community of supporters for their 
collective effort.

The Tallahassee Chapter of the 100 Black Men continues to make a difference in the lives of our 
youth and community as we focus on mentoring, education, leadership development, economic 
development, and health and wellness. We stand on the shoulders of giants in the community 
and nationally. Thank you to my brothers of this great chapter for your unwavering support, with 
special regards to the executive team, and members of the Council of Presidents.

Thank you to Brother Ernest J. Lane, for his many years of serving as the Black Tie Scholarship 
Gala Chairman and “planning guru.” Without your expertise, this event would not be as 
spectacular and grow to heights as it does each and every year.

It has been my esteemed honor and privilege to serve as your eighth president. I pledge
my support to Jarrett and his team and I pray God’s blessings as we move to greater deeds and 
accomplishments. Together, we will continue to make a difference.

With All Sincerity,

Ray
Ray Mobley, President
100 Black Men of America, Inc.
Tallahassee Area Chapter 
 



Byrd, Ralph

Cobb, Selvin

Cole, Jr., James

Cotton, Jared

Davis, Jimmie

Daymond Jr., Tommy

Duckworth, Rod

Edwards, Harold

+Friall, Eric

Gatlin, Charles

Green, Bobby

Hall, Al

Harris, Andre

Head, Renard

+Henderson, Marvin

Holmes, Maurice

Holmes, R. B.

Honeywell, Marlon

Hudson, William

Huggins, Michael

Jackson, Janeil

Jackson, Robert

+Joe, Ronald

Johnson, Wilbur

Johnson, Calvin

Jugger, Samuel

Kenon, Robert

Lane, Ernest J.

Lawson, Al

Levison, Earl

Luckey, Anthony

Marcelin, Adner

Marks, John

McBath, Curtis

McCray, William

McDonald, Frank

McMullen, Lacy

McNeil, Walt

Merrick, Willie

Mills, Tommy

+Mitchell, Tommy

Mobley, Ray

Monroe, Robert

Moore, Roy

Okonkwo, Peter

Palm, Donald

Parker, Keith

Pierre, Jeff

Porter, Torrece

+Powell, Errol

Proctor, Bill

Reaves, Anthony

Reddick, Charles

Rivers, Larry

Scott, Darion

Seay, John

Smith, Bryan

Stallworth, Theotis

Starling, Carl

Taite, Kenneth

Terry, Jarrett

Thompson, Tristan

Timmons, Tommeron D.

Trusty, Tony

+Walker, Chriss

Washington, Greg

Williams, Al

Williams, Bernard

Williams, Gerald M.

+Wright, Charles

TALLAHASSEE AREA CHAPTER
2025 MEMBERSHIP ROSTER

MENTORING
 

Mentoring is incorporated into all programs 
delivered by 100 Black Men chapters across 

the organization’s  global network.
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

 

The 100 Black Men of America, Inc. 
consider economic empowerment necessary 
for creating just societies around the world.
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2025 Black Tie Scholarship Gala
EMPOWERING OUR YOUTH: CREATING OPPORTUNITIES, ENCOURAGING EXCELLENCE!

Reverend Ernest J. Lane, Gala Chair
Dr. Ray Mobley, President

 Mr. Joe Bullard, (Cumulus Broadcasting) Master of Ceremony
Musical Prelude                   Mr. Aaron Hayden

Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing(Audience)                 Mr. Sherwood Brown, Sr.

Posting the Colors      Leon High School Marine Corps JROTC Color Guard

The Star-Spangled Banner                  Mr. Aaron Hayden

Invocation and Blessing of Food                               Reverend Dr. Robert Butler, Chaplain

Inspirational Music                Elder Thaddeus K. Bruce “Minister Redeemed”

Welcome & Occasion                                     Mr. Thomas Mitchell, Inaugural President

Inspirational Music      Elder Thaddeus K. Bruce “Minister Redeemed”

Sponsor Recognition          Dr. Jarrett Terry, President Elect

Acknowledgements                                               Mr. Darryl Jones, Past Chairman
                                                                                                                               Leon County School Board

Presentation of Chapter Awards                                                Dr. Ray Mobley, President
                                           Dr. Jarrett Terry, President Elect

Presentations of Scholarships                                                            Dr. Ray Mobley, President
                                  Dr. Jarrett Terry, President Elect
                 Mr. Gerald Williams, Chairman, Scholarships
          Mr. Dereck Bell, Member, Scholarships

Musical Interlude                   Mr. Aaron Hayden

The Response          The Honorable Rocky Hanna, Superintendent
                Leon County Schools

Introduction of Chapter Members           Mr. Darryl Jones, Past Chairman
                  Leon County School Board

Induction of New Members                  Judge (Ret.) Errol Powell

Introduction of Dr. Ray Mobley, President       Col. (Ret.) Ronald M. Joe, Sr., Past President

Closing Remarks & Benediction                Dr. Ray Mobley, President

100 Black Men of America, Tallahassee Area Chapter Inc.
2025 Scholarship Recipients

Sponsor – 100 Black Men of America, Tallahassee Area Chapter Inc.
Nyla Close
Lincoln High School
University of Florida- Journalism 

Sponsor – Envision Credit Union
Kadira Taite
Florida State University School
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University – Music Industry

Sponsor – FAMU Foundation
JaCoby Bennett
Amos P. Godby High School
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University - Computer Sciences

Sponsor – Renisha Gibbs
Aryana Hankins
Madison County High School
Florida State University – Nursing 

Sponsor – First Commerce Credit Union 
Ravyn Nelson
Lincoln High School
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University – Architecture

Sponsor- Rotary Club of Tallahassee Southside
Nyla Maddox
James S. Rickards High School
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University - Allied Health 

Sponsor – Tillman Funeral Home
Amaya Lawrence
Leon High School
Howard University – Political Science

Sponsor – Friend with Vettes
Zephaniah Edward
Leon High School 
Mercer University – Psychology

Sponsor – Rocky Hanna
Dehja Barrett
Godby High School
Tallahassee State College- Education 

Sponsor- Marvin Henderson 
Yahani Hamlett
Godby High School
Spelman College - Education

Sponsor – 100 Black Men of America, Tallahassee Area Chapter Inc. 
Nonye Brantley 
Leon High School 
University of Michigan- Dance and Biology 

Sponsor- Dale Earnhardt Chevrolet
Aniya Franklin
Rickards High School
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University- Graphic Design

Dinner is Served 
Entertainment provided by Mr. Aaron Hayden - 100 BMOTA Review
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Gold Sponsor – Walking with Jordan, Champion in the Making Legacy Foundation
Mr. Elijah Edwards is a graduate of Sail High School, where he earned a 3.7 grade point average 
while being dual enrolled at Tallahassee State College. He has excelled academically, athletically, 
and in extracurricular activities over the last four years. He was a four-year starter on both the 
football and soccer teams for Rickards High School, as well as a four-year member of the National 
Honor Society and a nine-year member of the Omega Lamp Lighters. He is also a champion for 
equality, serving as a lead student plaintiff in the lawsuit against the “Stop WOKE Act” and appear-
ing as a guest speaker on the MSNBC show The ReidOut. This fall, he will attend the University of 
Florida, majoring in Computer Science and Business.

Gold Sponsor – Lenita Joe Scholarship 
Mr. Konner Paul is a graduate of Lawton Chiles High School, where he earned a 3.86 unweighted 
grade point average. Along with taking a rigorous academic course load, he is also passionate about 
community service and music. He has served as Vice President of the Chiles High School Pre-Med 
Club, is an active member of Jack & Jill of America, and is a leader of the Bethel AME Youth 
Group. Additionally, he has been recognized as a prodigy pianist and a dedicated athlete with a 
black belt in Taekwondo. After being accepted to more than 50 colleges and universities, he has 
decided to attend Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, majoring in Biology Pre-Med.

Gold Sponsor - Comcast NBC Universal 
Ms. McClain Stroud is a graduate of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University Developmental 
Research School (FAMU), where she is the salutatorian of her class with a 3.96 unweighted grade point 
average. She is also a dual enrolled student at FAMU, where she has earned 57 credit hours and holds a 
3.94 grade point average. This fall, she will attend Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, 
majoring in Cardiopulmonary Science.
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Thank you to our sponsors!

GOLD LEVEL SPONSOR  

SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSOR

Scholarship Sponsors $1000
Dale Earnhardt Chevrolet
Dr. Marvin J. Henderson 
Southside Rotary/Ray Mobley 
Supt. Rocky Hanna 
Friends With Vettes 

Table Sponsors
Bethel Missionary Baptist Church 
Rod Duckworth
Ernest J. Lane 
Leon County Commission
Judge (ret) Errol Powell
Tallahassee City Commission
Tallahassee Memorial Hospital


